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THE 

PREFACE. 


To  the  Candid  Reader. 

I  Here  prefent  you  with  an 
ample  and  authentic  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Ifland  of  Zetland ;  an 
Ifland,  where  I  refided  for  the 
Space  of  Five  Years,  during  which 
Time  I  applied  myfelf  chiefly  to 
the  fludy  of  knowing  all  that  I 
thought  worthy  Obfervation ;  and 
really,  I  met  with  feveral  uncom- 
mon, Subjects,  which,  I  believe 
upon   an   attentive  PerufaL    you 

will 
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will  acknowledge  to  be  fuch,  and, 
I   hope,    receive   fome    agreeable 
Satisfaction  therefrom;  efpecially, 
as   to  the  Brtttft)  White  Herring- 
Fifhery,    for    here    is   the    moil 
commodious  Coaft  for  catching  of 
Herrings,  and  the  fafert  Harbour 
in  Britain  for  our  Ships  and  Vef- 
fels  in  Cafe  of  ftormy  Weather. 
I  did  not  intend  however,  to  have 
publifhecl  any  Thing  concerning 
this   Ifland  (tho'  nothing  the  like 
has  been  ever  treated  of  by  any 
Author  before,  as  what  you  have 
here  before  you)  had  it  not  been, 
that  I  was  importuned  of  late,  by 
feveral  Gentlemen  of  my  Acquain- 
tance (Well-wifhers  to  their  Coun- 
try) to  communicate  my  Know- 
ledge of  this  Ifland  to  thePublick, 
as  a  Subject   of  very  great  Impor- 
tance to  thefe  Kingdoms,  at  this 

critical 
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critical  Conjun&ure,  upon  which 
I  put  Pen  to  Paper,  as  believing 
I  lay  under  an  indifpenfible  Obli- 
gation of  communicating  all  the 
Light  I  was  capable  of  giving  my 
Patriot  Reader  of  it,  in  order  (if 
poffible)to  procure  Relief,Honour, 
and  Wealth  to  Great-Britain^  may 
you  therefore,  and  every  true  Bri- 
ton tha<;  perufes  thefe  Papers, 
provelnftrumentsin  your  Spheres 
towards  enriching  your  Country, 
by  encouraging  the  Britifb  White- 
Herring-Fifhery,  to  your  eternal 
Honour. 

Adieu ! 


O    F 


O  F    T  H  E 


Britiih  Fifheries. 


EFORE    I  touch  on   the 


Britijh  Herring  -  Hfhery,  I 
mall  give  an  exact  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Ifland  of  Zetland ; 
of  its  Inhabitants,  their  Cus- 
toms and  Manner  of  Living ;  and  alfo  of 
the  Produce  of  this  Ifland,  which  may 
be  rendered  of  infinite  Benefit  to  the 
Britijh  Fisheries. 

The  Ifland  of  Zetland \  vulgarly  called 
Shetland,  formerly  belonged  to  Norway  : 
But  James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  having 
married  a  Princefs  of  Denmark,  this,  with 
tie  Orkney  I/lands,  were  given  him  in  Por- 
tion with  her  :    It  lies  diftant  N.  E.  from 
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Johnny  Groat's  Houfe,  commonly  called 
the  }kcrld"s  End,  in  Caithnefs,  about  40 
Leagues,  and  is  in  the  70th  Degree  of 
North  Latitude  ;  its  Longitude  is  from 
South  to  North  upwards  of  a  Degree,  or 
Sixty  Miles,  that  is,  from  Simburgh- 
Head,  the  Southmoft  Point,  to  Sea  Ounjl, 
the  Northmoft  Point  j  and  its  Latitude 
from  Eaft  to  Weft,  that  is,  from  a  Point 
clofe  to  Lerwick^  the  Metropolis,  to  a 
Place  called  Waze,  in  the  Weft,  one 
third  of  a  Degree,  or  20  Miles  j  but  you 
muft  obferve,  that  in  fome  Places,  the 
Breadth  is  quite  narrow,  efpecially  to  the 
Southward  of  Lerwick  ;  now  this  Ifland 
is  fubdivided  into  many  more,  by  narrow 
Arms  of  the  Sea,  or  what  the  Natives 
call  Sounds  ;  but  the  main  Ifland  is  in 
Length  from  Simburgh-HcadtoVell-Sound, 
48  Miles,  then  you  crofs  that  Ferry,  which 
is  a  Shilling  Fare,  tho'  Gentlemen,  who 
travel  the  Country,  which  is  moftly  by 
Water;  give  the  poor  Men  fome  what 
more  than  their  Fraught,  on  Account  of 
their  being  often  obliged  to  pull  hard  at 
their  Oars,  the  Tides  are  fo  rapid  in  thefe 
Places  -,  the  next  Shore  you  land  at,  is 
ea'led  Tell,  and  computed  16  Miles  in 
length  -,   this  Ifle  is  an  entire  Ridge  of 

rocky 
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rocky  Mountains,  only  by  the  Sea  Side, 
where  the  Natives  inhabit;  here  they 
lay  difcontiguous  from  one  another,  on 
Account  of  the  barren  Soil ;  next  you 
crofs  a  narrow  Arm  of  Sea,  (Fare  Six- 
pence) ca  ledTcw -found,  then  you  fet  foot- 
ing upon  the  Northmoft  Iile,  called  Ounft> 
which  is  eight  Miles  in  length;  this  is 
efteemed  the  mod:  fertile  of  all  the  other 
Iflands ;  there  is  one  high  Mountain  here, 
which  in  ferene  Weather  is  erceived  at 
a  great  Diflance ;  the  northmoft  Part 
of  this  Ifland,  called  Sea,  is  the  north- 
moft Point  of  our  European  Dominions; 
here  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  fet  my  Foot 
upon  the  utmoft  Rock,  where  the  Moat 
lay  deep  under  me ;  here  are  feveral  deep 
Hollows  or  Cavities,  which  produces 
many  Pebble  Stones,  and  by  Reafon  of 
its  Steepnefs,  appears  very  frightful  to 
Strangers,  who  ftand  nigh  its  Brink  to 
look  down ;  but  the  Inhabitants  are  no 
ways  difmayed. 

The  fineft  Hawks  in  the  World  are 
bred  in  this  Ifland,  and  whether  it  is  by 
Charter  or  not,  I  cannot  tell,  but  the  In- 
habitants are  obliged  to  provide  the  King's 
Faulkiner,   (who   commonly  •  refides    at 

B  2  Edin- 
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Edinburgh)  with  (6  many  every  Year, 
For  which  Purpofe,  a  proper  Perfon  is 
fent  out  to  receive  them,  who  maintains 
them  in  their  Paflage  from  Zetland  to 
Leitht  with  Dogs  Fiefli,  which  he  buys 
up  in  the  Ifland,  and  kills  occafionally  on. 
the  Voyage. 

Lerlvick,  the  Metropolis  of  Zetland^ 
lies  about  the  Center  of  the  main  Ifland, 
and  ftands  upon  the  Itow  of  a  declining 
Rock,  built  in  a  Semi-Circle,  along  the 
Side  of  the  Sound,  called  Breffa  Sound; 
there  are  about  three  hundred  Houfes  in 
this  Town,  all  built  of  Stone,  and 
feveral  People  of  good  Fafhion  inhabit 
them ;  here  are  feveral  Merchants  Own- 
ers of  Ships,  who  venture  pretty  largely 
upon  their  own  Bottoms.  Oppofite 
to  this  Town,  lies  an  Ifland  called 
Breffa,  from  whence  the  Sound  derives 
its  Name,  about  a  Mile  over  j  this  Ifland 
is  fituated  in  the  Form  of  the  oppofite 
Shore,  with  its  South  Point  running  out 
two  or  three  Tviiles  to  the  Ocean,  with  a 
gentle  Inclination  towards  the  oppofite 
Shore,  and  the  North  Point  affecting  the 
like  Inclination  to  its  oppofite  Shore 
within,    which   two  Semi  -  Circles  runs 

Breffa 
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Breffa  Sound,  one  of  the  fineft  Harbours 
in  the  World,  which  the  Dutch,  above 
all  others,  have  jufl  Reafon  to  acknow- 
ledge, for  had  it  not  been  for  this  Afylum, 
many  of  them  had  gone  to  the  Bottom 
of  the  Sea,  for  no  vvind  can  hurt  you 
when  in,  nor  confine  you  when  you  want 
to  go  out,  being  there  is  a  South  and 
a  North  Opening,  and  the  Ifland  Breffa 
keeps  off  the  Eafterly,  E.  S.  E.  and  E. 
N.  E.  Winds,  and  the  oppofite  Shore  de- 
fends from  the  contrary  Winds,  fo  that 
no  Damage  can  happen  to  any  Ship  here, 
and  in  cafe  you  fpring  a  Leak,  or  want  to 
have  your  Veffel  cleaned,  here  is  a  fine 
Sand  under  the  Town,  where  you  may 
run  afliore  with  the  greateft  Safety  ;  I 
have  feen  Dutch  Grccnlanders  often  put 
in  here  for  that  Purpofe  ;  what  makes 
me  expatiate  fo  much  upon  this  Habour 
is,  th:t  in  cafe  our  Fifhery  is  promoted, 
this  is  a  fine  Retreat  in  bad  Weather, 
which  often  happens  in  thefe  Seas ;  there 
is  juft  before  you  open  the  Harbour, 
coming  in  at  the  ISouth  Mouth,  a  blind 
Rock,  which  mould  be  carefully  avoid- 
ed ;  but  the  Dutch  know  it  well  ;  there 
are  many  Fees,  as  the  Natives  calls  them) 
but  properly  Arms    of  Sea,   which  run 
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up  the  Country  in  fundry  Places  fevera! 
Miles,  where  Ships  may    metier  them- 
felves  in  bad  Weather,  and  where  Abun- 
dance  of   various  Kinds  of  Fifhes  are 
caught,  fuch  as  Salmon  Trout,  as  big  as 
fome  Salmon,  many  Seales,  and  young 
Whales,    or  what  we  call  Porpufles  ;  I 
faw  fifty-two  of  thofe  drove  afhore  one 
Morning  within   a  Musket-mot   of  the 
Place  where  I  lodged,   which  produced 
a  large  Quantity  of  Oyl  -,  there  is  a  Part 
of  this  Creature  which  the  Natives  eat, 
to  wit,  the  finny  Part,  Curiofity  induced 
me  to  tafle  a  little  of  this  dainty  Modicum, 
and  it   feemed  to  me    to   referable  Ox 
Cheek,  as  to  the  Seales,  they  are  only 
ufeful  for  their  Skins,  which  is  ufed  by 
Trunk-makers  to  cover   Trunks  with  j 
they   get  fome  Oil  out  oPthe  Fat   be- 
fides ;  I  have,  however,  feen  fome  of  the 
poorer  Sort  eat  them. 

There  are  Otters  here  alfo,  which  are 
amphibious  Creatures,  that  live  fometimes 
in  the  Water  and  fometimes  on  Land ; 
thefe  Creatures  refemble  a  Fox  very 
much,  only  he  is  longer,  and  their  Legs 
much  ihorter  :  This  Animal  lives  upon 
Fim,  as  all  the  others  do  here,  they  are 

fo 
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fo  plentiful  in  this  Ifland,  and  even  fo  fa- 
miliar, that  in  cold  Winter  Nights  they 
will  come  into  Peoples  Houfes,  and  lie 
down  by  the  Fire  like  a  Dog ;  they  very 
feldom  beftow  any  Shot  upon  them,  but 
knock  them  down  with  Sticks,  in  either 
coming  from,  or  going  to,  the  Salt  Water, 
for  they  go  often  up  into  Rivulets  and' 
Lakes  in  fearch  of  Trout,  of  which  there 
are  great  Store  in  this  Ifland  ;  their  Skins 
are  a  good  Commodity,  and  their  Fat 
produces  fome  Oil:  There  are  many 
Lakes  or  Lochs  in  this  Ifland,  which 
abound  with  line  Trout  and  Eels :  There 
are  alfo  many  Rabbits  in  this  Ifland,  in 
fbme  of  whofe  Holes  I  have  found,  in 
the  Winter  time,  Numbers  of  Swallows, 
lie  as  ftill,  as  if  dead,  I  have  taken  hold 
of  them,  and  notwithstanding  they  were 
alive  and  well,  yet  they  did  not  offer  to 
fly  away,  fo  that  I  left  them  where  I  found 
them ;  and  as  none  of  thefe  Birds  are  to 
be  feen  here  in  the  Winter,  I  imagine 
they  fly  to  the'e  Northern  Parts,  where 
they  lie  dormant  under  Ground  till  the 
Summer  Seafon,  when  they  return  again  ; 
and,  confequently,  they  muft  be  one  of 
thofe  Birds  called  the  Seven  Sleepers.  But 
that  I  may  not  difappoint  my  Reader  in 
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his  Expectations,  I  {hail  return  back  to 
the  Capital,  and  inform  him,  that  there 
as  the  Ruins  of  a  Fort  above  the  Town, 
at  the  North  End,  which  commands  the 
Harbour,  and  might  be  ufeful  to  us  upon 
any  Emergency,  if  repaired,  which  would 
be  but  a  trifling  Charge  to  the  Gove  n- 
ment,  feeing  the  poor  People  there  would 
gladly  work,  and  that  for  fmall  Wages, 
and  there  is  Plenty  of  Stone,  fo  that  it 
might  be  foon  done,  and  at  a  fmall  Ex- 
pence, 

I  think  it  was  in  King  William's  Wars 
when  two  French  Admirals  burnt  360 
Sail  of  Dutch  BufTes,  or  fmall  Ships, 
in  this  Harbour,  all  loaded  with  Herrings  \ 
but  the  Governor  betrayed  them,  for  he 
kept  a  fecret  Intelligence  with  the  French 
Admiral,  fo  he  let  them  fight  it  out  be- 
tween themfelves  j  by  which  Means  they 
fell  a  Sacrifice;  but  had  he  exerted  him- 
felf,  he  might  have  kept  out  the  French, 
and  by  that  Means  have  faved  the  Dutch. 

There  are  little  Horfes  in  this  Tfland, 
which  the  Inhabitants  call  Shelties,  they 
are  fo  very  fmall,  that  one  may  lay  his 
Leg  over  them  from  the  Ground  j  but 

notwith- 
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notwithstanding  their  Smallnefs,  they  are 
both  ftrong  and  active,  and   live  many 
Years,  even  until  they  are  blind  with  Age  : 
I  have  heard  fay,  fome  of  them  live  'till 
they  are  upwards  of  thirty ;  they  are  never 
kept  within  Doors,  but  foaled  in  the  Fields, 
live  in  the  Fields,  and  die  in   the  Fields : 
They  do  little  Work,  unlefs  it  be  to  carry 
fome  Sea- Weed,  to  dung  the  Ground  in 
Seed-Time.     There  is  no  Horfe-hire  de- 
manded here,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  Summer, 
when  the  Dutch    are  upon    the  Coaft  ; 
during  that  Time,  fome  of  the  Country 
People   bring   in   their    Horfes  for    the 
Dutchmen  to  ride,  and  I  mufr,  own,  that 
if  they  were  not  better  Sailors  than  Ri- 
ders, I  would  not  chufe  to  venture  my 
Life  fo  far  as  Grave/end  in  one  of  their 
beft  Bottoms,     There  is  a  Spot  of  Ground 
above  the  Town,  about  a  Quarter  of  a 
Mile  in  Length,  and  pretty  even  Ground, 
which  is  very  rare  in  Zetland  ;  here  the 
Countryman  comes  with  his  Horfe,  en- 
quiring, in  Dutch,  who  will  ride;  imme- 
diately comes  a  ciumfy  Dutchman,  gives 
him  a  Dublek.ee  'that  is  Twopence)  than 
up  he  mounts ;  the  Owner  of  the  Horfe 
immediately  falls  a  beating  the  Crea  ure, 
gnd  pricks  its  Tail  with  the  Point  o    his 

Stick  -, 
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Stick  -,  then,  behold  !  in  an  Inftant,  down 
comes  the  Dutchman  ;  up  he  gets  again, 
and  mounts  afrefh,  but  before  he  gets  on 
a  fecond  Time,  there  muft  be  a  fecond 
Dublekee,  and  he  is  fcarce  up  before  he 
is  down  again ;  fo  that  the  Fellow  often 
makes  a  Shilling  of  the  Dutchman  before 
he  comes  to  the  End  of  the  Place  ;  this, 
together  with  what  Money  they  receive 
for  their  .'Stockings,  is  all  the  Cam  they 
have  from  one  Year's  End  to  the  other; 
unlefs  when  fome  Dutchman  fancy  any 
of  their  Horfes,  then  they  chance  to  make 
a  good  Profit,  as  they  will  fell  a  Horfe 
to  a  Dutchman  for  a  Pound,  that  they 
cannot  fell  to  their  Neighbours  for  three 
Half-Crowns. 

There  are  abundance  of  Sea-Fowls  of 
various  Kinds  here,  but  theirFlem  is  black- 
im,  and  they  have  a  fimy  Tafte ;  they  ge- 
nerally build  their  Neils  in  the  Shelves  of 
fteep  K  ocks  over  the  Moat,  and  the  Me- 
thod the  Natives  ufe  in  taking  the  Eggs,  or 
catching  the  Young,  is  a  very  dangerous 
one,  which  is  after  this  Manner ;  there  is 
a  wooden  Stake,  with  a  Hole  at  the  upper 
End  of  it,*  through  which  a  fmall  Rope 
is  conveyed  and  fixed,  and  drove  into  the 

Earth, 
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Earth,  hard  by  the  Brink  of  the  Rock, 
then  the  Man  lays  hold  of  the  Rope, 
and  goes  to  the  Edge,  and  climbs  down 
the  Face  of  the  Rock,  with  his  Basket 
fixed  to  his  S  de,  untill  he  comes  where 
the  Nefts  are,  which  are  very  numerous, 
fo  that  he  foon  fills  his  Basket,  tben  up 
he  comes  again.  I  thought  this  a  fright- 
ful Sight,  for  St.  Paul's  is  but  very  low, 
when  compared  to  one  of  thefe  Rocks ; 
befides,  what  makes  it  appear  ftill  more 
frightful,  is,  the  Ocean  underneath,  where 
there  is  Sea  fufficient  to  drown  a  fecond 
Pbaroah,  and  all  his  Hoft.  I  told  them 
I  mould  not  like  to  purchafe  Eggs  at  the 
Hazard  of  breaking  my  Neck,  but  they 
only  fmiled  at  my  Timidity,  and  went 
their  Way. 

Now  let  us  come  to  talk  a  little  con- 
cerning the  Peo  le  of  thefe  Ifland ;  they 
were  (as  I  obferved  before)  originally 
Danes,  but  now,  as  in  moil  Countries,  are 
a  mixed  People ;  however,  they  ftill  re- 
tain fomc  of  the  Danijh  Cuftom  :  They 
are  naturally  fair,  well-proportioned,  and 
witty  5  their  Religion  is  Cahinijlical  $ 
there  are  twelve  eftablimed  Clergymen, 
and  one  Itinerant  amoogft  them,  each  of 

whom 
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whom  has  two  or  three  difcontiguous 
Places  of  Worfhip  to  attend ;  fome  of 
them  are  obliged  to  crofs  feveral  1  eagues 
of  Sea  to  feed  their  fcattered  Flock,  but 
if  it  happens  to  turn  out  bad  Weather 
about  the  Time  they  are  fetting  out,  for 
they  have  an  appointed  Time,  and  only 
once  a  Year,  they  ftay  at  home,  preach 
to  their  Family  and  Neighbours,  and  let 
their  diftant  Flock  feed  themfelves  in  the 
beft  Manner  they  can  'till  that  Time  next 
Year ;  tor  after  the  Time  limited  is 
elapfed,  three  hundred  and  fixty  five 
Days  pafTes  over  their  Heads,  if  the  Wea- 
ther wt;s  ev  r  fo  fair,  before  they  make  the 
lead  Preparation  to  vifit  that  Part  of  their 
Vineyard,  as  if  they  imagined  it  produced 
nothing  but  wild  Grapes;  but  if  thefe 
poor  People  were  not  better  provided 
with  Fifh  than  Gofpel,  they  muft  have 
been  ftarved  long  2go. 

Their  chief  Occupation,  (\  mean  the 
common  People,)  is  Fifhing,  and  making 
coarfe  Stockings,  and  a  Kind  of  Woollen 
Cloth,  called  Shag,  which  they  wear 
themfelves,  worth  about  Ten-pence  or 
a  Shilling  per  Ell ;  Man,  Wife,  and 
Child  are  employed  in  thefe  Branches  in 

the 
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the  Winter,  but  in  the  Summer,  the  Men 
are  oblige  1  to  go  to  Sea  a  riming  for  Cod 
and  Line  for  the  Lord  of  the  Mannor ; 
for  you  muft  understand,  that  the  Gentle- 
men here  are  all  Merchants,  and  to  take 
them  in  general,  Men  of  good  Parts, 
only  one  Fault  I  found  among  ft  them, 
compelling  their  Tenants  to  go  to  Sea  for 
them,  which  I  mail  inform  you  of  pre- 
fently.  Thefe  Gentlemen,  each  of  them 
upon  their  different  Eftates,  or  Manors, 
build  a  Houfe  by  the  Sea- fide,  f conti- 
guous to  their  own  Dwellings,)  called  a 
Booth,  which  with  us  is  called  a  Ware- 
houfe  j  here  they  keep  what  Goods  they 
have  Occafion  for,  to  fupply  their  Te- 
nants with,  fuch  as  Dutch  Linnen,  Dutch 
Gin,  Tobacco,  Fifhing  Lines  and  Hocks, 
Mead,  &c.  under  the  Infpection  of  a 
Clerk :  Now,  as  I  obferved  before,  the 
common  People  are  very  poor,  and  in 
the  Beginning  of  Summer,  there  is  as 
great  a  Buftle  in  getting  Men  to  go  to  Sea 
to  nfh  the  whole  Summer,  for  thefe  Ma- 
ilers, as  there  is  here,  comparatively,  when 
we  are  at  War  with  France  or  Spain,  to 
find  Men  to  lend  Abroad ;  yet  thofe  Ma- 
tters are  as  abfolute  as  fome  Princes,  for 
if  thefe  poor  People  do  but  murmur  in 

the 
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the  leaft  at  their  Orders,  they  and  theK 
Families  are  banifhed  for  ever  out  of  their 
Territories.  I  muft  acknowledge  this  ap- 
peared to  me  a  very  great  Hardfhip  upon 
the  poor  People,  and  the  only  Fault  of 
Confequence,    I     ever    perceived    them 
guilty  of,  during  my  Abode  among  them : 
Now,   after  they  have   got  thefe    Men 
muftered  together,  the  fii-ft  Thing  is,   to 
let  them  have  a  Boat,  which  is  common- 
ly »valued  at  three  Pounds,  or  thereabouts ; 
next  Lines  and  Hooks,  &c .  but  obferve, 
by  the  Bye,  that  neither  of  them  have-any 
thing  to  truft  to  for  Payment,  but  the 
Fifh  that  is  in  the  Sea  j  now  thefe  Fifh, 
that   they  contract  for  with  the  M  after, 
are  Cod  and   Ling,  for  they  don't  inter- 
meddle in  the  Herring-Fifhery ;  neither 
indeed  can  they  of  themfelves;  fo  they 
fet  out,  and  when  they  return,  always  come 
full,  and  for  each  Ling  of  fuch  a  Gage 
they  have  Threepence  j  and  for  each  Cod 
they  have  Three-halfpence:  Thefe  Fifh 
they  deliver  at  the  Booth,  where   there 
are  proper   Hands  ready  to  open  them, 
then  put  them  into  Troughs  and  fait  them, 
and   after  lying  a   proper  Time  in    Salt, 
they  build  them  up  in  large  Stacks,  hard 
by  the  Booth,  where  they  dry,  and  re- 
main 
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main  till  they  are  ready  for  Exportation, 
which  is  fome  time  in  November ;  when 
they  receive  their  Rent-,  which  is  chiefly 
paid  in  Butter  and  Oyl,  then  thofe  who 
nave  Ships  of  their  own,  fend  thofe  Com- 
modities to  Hamburgh,  or  other  Markets, 
where  they  expecl:  the  beft  Prices  5  and 
thofe  who  have  none  freight  Merchant- 
men :  Now  in  Return  for  thefe  Goods, 
they  import  Linnen,  Fifhing-  Lines,  and 
Hooks,     Tobacco,    Holland's,     Geneva, 
Mead,  &c.      The  Fifhermen  drink  in- 
cerTantly  of  thefe  Liquors,  for  when  they 
go  to  Sea  they  have  it  with  them  ;  and 
when  they  cannot  go  to  Sea,  on  account 
of  bad  W  eather,  they  go  to  thefe  Booths, 
and  drink  till  they  can  neither  go  orftand, 
reckoning  up,  over  their  Cups,  what  Fifh 
they  muft  catch  next  Day   to   pay  that 
drunken  Score  :  They  are  in  general  great 
Chewers  of  Tobacco  j    they  commonly 
live  to  a  great  Age ;  they  neither  ufe  Phy- 
fician  nor  Phyfick.    I  remember  I  lodged 
once  in  a  Bower,  or  Farmer's-houfe,  where 
the  Head  Matter  was  upwards  of  an  Hun- 
dred j  he  had  a  Son  between  Seventy  and 
Eighty  3  he  had  another  upwards  of  Forty ; 
and  he  had  four  Sons  more,  the  youngefl 
of  whom  was  Fourteen.  I  happened  to  dine 

with 
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with  the  Family  the  laft  Meal  that  the 
old  Man  ever  eat,  which  was  a  very  hear- 
ty one  ;  afterwards  he  went  to  reft  him- 
felf  upon  the  Bed  and  foon  expired, 
without  the  leafl  Pain,  or  mewing  any 
Uneafinefs. 

They  have  not  much  Malt  Liquor 
amongft  them,  for  they  have  no  Malt 
but  what  they  receive  from  the  Orknies> 
which  is  about  thirty  leagues  of  Sea 
diftant;  but  they  have  a  Liquid  called 
Bland,  which  on  account  of  its  uncom- 
mon Quality  and  Effects,  I  fhall  de- 
fcribe :  When  the  Woman  has  done 
churning,  the  Butter  being  taken  off,  me 
has  two  or  three  large  round  Stones,  rea- 
dy hot  in  the  Fire,  which  me  takes  out 
and  puts  it  into  the  Churn,  when  imme- 
diately the  thick  Body  defcends  to  the 
Bottom,  an  i  leaves  a  thin  Subftance  at 
the  Top  j  this  is  poured  out  into  VerTels, 
the  thick  Part  they  eat  as  we  do  Curds, 
but  the  thin  Part,  to  wit,  the  Bland,  the 
poorer  Sort  drink  it  warm  from  the 
Churn,  which,  together  with  frefh  Fifh, 
half  raw,  from  off  the  Coals,  without 
either  Bread,  Butter,  or  Salt,  difpofes 
them  to  a  Kind  of  a  Leprofy.  I  re- 
member 
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member  I  faw  an  Inftance  of  this  in 
one  of  the  remotefl  Iflands  to  the  Eaft- 
ward  ;  there  were  two  young  Women 
(to  the  bell  of  my  Remembrance  Sifters,) 
who  were  affected  with  this  fcorbutick 
Humour,  entirely  owing  to  this  way  of 
Living,  but  might  have  been  eaiily  cured 
by  Phyflc  and  Bleeding,  for  want  of 
which,  being  unacquainted  with  either, 
they  foon  died  j  but  had  been  fet  a- 
part  feveral  Weeks  before  as  unclean : 
But  the  better  Sort  of  the  Inhabitants 
pours  this  Liquid  into  fmall  Calks,  and 
carries  it  up  to  the  Top  of  a  high  Hill, 
where  they  have  a  little  Hut*,  or  what 
they  call  a  Skiow  j  here  they  leave  it  un- 
till  Winter,  and  when  they  take  it  down 
to  drink  it  in  their  Families  it  is  fo  fine 
and  flout,  that  by  mixing  a  little  Sugar 
amongft  it,  you  cannot  diftinguim  it  from 
the  beft  Mountain  Wine :  They  like- 
wife  dry  fome  Beef  in  thefe  Huts  called 
Vivda>  but  it  is  very  infipid  Stuff,  as  they 
put  no  Salt  to  it.  Their  Sheep  are  fmall, 
but  their  Cows,  of  which  they  have  but 
a  few,  are  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
Cows  in  the  Highk?ids  of  Scotland ;  they 
produce  large  Quantities  of  fine  Milk, 
thicker,  when  newly  come  from  the  Cow, 

C  than 
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the  beft  Cream  our  Dairy  Cellars  afford  -, 
and  though  they  are  often  fed  with  Fifh, 
as  there  is  but  little  Grafs  in  the  Country, 
and  Fifh  here  is  the  common  Food,  both 
of  Man  and  Beaft,  yet  their  Milk  fa- 
vours not  of  Fifh  in  the  leaft. 

The  Gentlemens  Seats  in  this  Country 
are  very  magnificent,  and  all  built  of 
Stone,  and  their  Infides  elegantly  deco- 
rated ;  but  the  chief  Ornament  they  con- 
tain, is  generous,  good-natured  and  hof- 
pitable  Treatment,  refembling  the  High- 
land Sects;  they  delight  in  nothing  fo 
much  as  that  of  entertaining  Strangers, 
which  even  the  meaneff.  Clafs  take  a 
Pleafure  in,  equal  to  their  Abilities;  but 
amongft.  the  better  Sort,  you  will  not 
only  meet  with  Affability,  Generofity  and 
genteel  Treatment ;  bur,  above  all,  you 
will  be  entertained  with  the  agreea- 
ble Converfation  of  polite  Gentlemen, 
which,  in  fuch  a  remote  Corner,  and  by 
us  (^to  our  great  Difad vantage)  a  teoy 
too  much  neglected  one,  may  be  looked 
upon  by  fome  of  my  Readers  as  fictitious  -, 
but  I  will  appeal  to  thofe  Gentlemen 
who  have  been  upon  the  Spot,  whether 
what  I  now  relate  is  true  or  falfe :   No  1 


Of  the  Brltifh  Firtieries.     19 

it  is  Co'  far  from  the  latter,  that  I  have  not 
defcribed  the  one  Half  of  their  Merits, 
their  Wifdom  excelleth  the  Fame  that  you 
hear :  I  mall,  therefore,  before  I  proceed 
to  the  main  Subject  1  intend  to  profecute, 
(and  a  Subject  that  every  true  Briton 
ought  to  countenance,  to  wit,  the  Herring 
Fifhery)  entertain  my  Reader  with  a  brief 
Defcription  of  fome  of  the  principal  Fa- 
milies in  this  Ifland ;  and  firft  begin  at 
the  Southern  Part,   called  the  Nefs. 

There  lives  one  Sinclair,  of  Quandell, 
a  Gentleman  of   the  firft   Clafs  in   the 
Ifland :     He  has  an  Eftate  of  about  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  contigu- 
ous to  this  Gendeman's  Eftate  lies  one 
Bruce  of  Simburgb,  a  Gentleman    of  a 
plentiful  Eftate,  and  free  from  any  In- 
cumbrances.   Next  I  come  Northward, 
as  far  as  a  little  Town  called  Scalloway \ 
three  Miles  to   the  South  Weft  of  the 
capital   Town  Lerwick,  as  beiore-men- 
tioned  ;  Here  ftands  the  Ruins  of  an  old 
Caftle,   called  the    Caftle  of  Scalloway. 
This  Town  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  a  Se- 
mi-Circle, having  fine  Arable  Ground  all 
behind  it,  and  an  excellent  Harbour  in 

C  2  its 
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its  Front.    Along  its  Banks  to  the  Weft- 
Ward,  about  a  Furlong,  ftands  the  Seat  of 
one  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell  oiWeflJhore,  that 
being  the  Place  from  which  he  derives 
his  Title.     This  Gentleman  has  a  plea- 
fant  and  competent  Eftate,  and  the  only 
Knight  in  the  Country.     He  is  an  Advo- 
cate, or  Counfellor,  but  whether  he  prac- 
tifes  or  not  I  cannot  tell  $  one  Thing  I 
know,  that  he  is  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Parts,  and  fo  was   his  Father,  Sir  John 
Mitchell   who  left   a  numerous   Progeny 
of  fine   Children,  who   have  all  inter- 
married in  the  beft  Families  in  thelfland. 
He  has  a  pleafant  Garden  contiguous  to  his 
Houfe,  which  produces  Variety  of  Kitchen 
Herbs.    But  to  return  back  to  Scalloway ; 
there  was  one  Mitchel  of  Girlejla,  when 
I  was  there,  but  fince  dead ;  this  Gentle- 
man was  Uncle  to  the  above-mentioned 
Knight,  and  Brother  to  one  Mr.  Andrew 
Mitchel,  an  eminent  Apothecary,  here  in 
London  at  prefent ;  this  Gentleman  was 
one  of  the  greateft    Merchants   in  the 
whole  Ifland,  and  was  poffefled  of  a  large 
Eftate :  He  was  an  affable,  good-natured, 
humane  Gentleman    delighting  much  in 
relieving  the    Diftreffed,  who  would,  if 
any  of  his  Tenants  were  reduced,  not 

only 
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only  forgive  them  what  they  were  in- 
debted to  him,  (which  fometimes  was 
pretty  confiderable;  but  would  lend  them 
Money  to  fet  out  afrefh  in  the  World ; 
and  in  cafe  he  never  was  paid,  (which 
was  often  the  cafe)  he  never  troubled 
them  j  in  a  Word,  this  Gentleman  was 
an  Ornament  to  his  Country  j  I  mail 
only  inftance  one  more,  though  I  might 
enumerate  many  worthy  Gentlemen  be- 
fides  thefe  mentioned,  but  not  intending 
to  fwell  this  little  Treatife  to  a  Volume, 
mall  forbear ;  now  this  Gentleman  that  I 
am  to  mention,  is  one  Gifford,  of  Bulla. 
He  has  a  large  Eilate,  and  when  I  was 
there,  had  a  large  and  fine  Family  ;  but 
a  great  Breach  has  been  made  therein  of 
late  by  the  Lofs  of  one  or  more  of  his 
Children,  who  were  drownded,  when 
on  a  Party  of  Pleafure,  which  I  re- 
member was  fome  Time  ago  inferted 
in  our  publick  Papers  -%  this  Gentleman 
deals  largely  in  Trade,  and  very  fuc- 
cefsfull,  fo  that  I  believe  he  is  the  moil 
money'd  Gentleman  in  the  Ifland ;  and 
to  fpeak  the  Truth,  he  merits  what  he 
enjoys,  for  his  Houfe  and  his  Table  are 
always  open  and  covered  to  entertain 
Strangers. 

C  3  There 
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There  are  as  fine  Women  in  this  Ifland 
as  any  in  Europe ,  and  fome  of  the  better 
Sort,  as  polite,  as  many  in  more  polite 
Situations ;  their  Air  is  modeft  and  grace- 
full,  their  Converfation  is  fweet,  plain  and 
agreeable,  and  their  Drefs  genteel,  with- 
out the  leaft  Affectation  j  they  are  all 
of  them  in  general  religious  Observers  of 
the  Sabbath- L- ay,  and  Strangers  to  moft 
(if  not  all)  of  thofe  Vices  predominant 
amongft  us. 

Notwithstanding  this  Ifland  lies  con- 
tiguo  s  to  Norway^  not  one  Shrub  or 
Tree  is  to  be  met  with  from  the  one 
End  of  the  Ifland  to  the  other,  unlefs  it 
be  here  and  there  in  a  Gentleman's  Gar- 
den ;  I  remember  I  was  one  Day  walk- 
ing along  the  Side  of  a  Voe,  in  Com- 
pany with  one  Mr.  James  Grierfon,  a 
Clergyman  there,  and  a  very  worthy 
Gentleman,  and  Hooping  down,  I  beheld 
fome  i  ieces  oi  decayed  Wood  lying  con-, 
gealed  in  black  Earth,  over  which  the 
Sea  ebb'd  and  flow'd  -,  I  asked  him  his 
Opinion  concerning  it ;  he  told  me,  that 
he  believed  there  had  been  Woods  there 
tefore  the  Flood  of  Noah,  but  that  de- 

ftroyed 
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ftroyed  all  j  I  could  give  no  better  De- 
fcription  thereof,  fo  we  dropt  it. 

They  bleed  their  Cows  here  once  or 
twice  a  Year,  and  they  take  the  Blood 
and  boil  it,  thickning  it  with  a  little  Oat- 
meal, then  the/  pour  it  into  VefTels  and 
eat  it,  with  a  little  Milk ;  this  was  Food 
I  did  not  admire,  though  Curiofity  in- 
duced me  to  tafte  it. 

Now,  Reader,  you  muft  obferve,  that 
no' Wind  nor  Weather  can  prevent  the 
Natives  from  catching  Fifh ;  for  if  the 
Wind  fhifts  its  corner,  they  fhift  theirs ; 
and  a  Boy  of  Nine  or  Ten  Years  of  Age, 
will  take  a  Couple  of  Fifhing  Rods,  and 
go  down  to  the  Sea-fide,  fet  himfelf 
down  upon  the  Point  of  a  Rock,  and  in 
lefs  than  an  Hour,  he  will  catch  as  many 
fmall  Fifh  as  will  ferve  twenty  People ; 
the  Kettle  is  always  cleaned,  and  Water 
put  into  it  for  to  boil  the  Fifh,  before 
they  are  caught ;  their  fmall  Fifh  they 
catch  by  the  Shore,  are  of  two  Kinds, 
the  one  is  called  a  Piltag,  a  grey  Fifh, 
and  fomewhat  bigger  than  a  Herring  \ 
the  other  is  of  the  fame  Colour,  and 
bigger  than  a   large  Sprat,    but  much 

finer 
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finer  eating  ;  this  is  called  a  Sillag^  they 
have  fine  Liver,  of  which  they  make 
Pyes,  and  broil  them  on  the  Coals,  and 
they  eat  exceeding  well ;  there  are  infinite 
Numbers  of  thefe  fmall  Fifh,  all  round 
the  Ifland  in  every  Crick  and  Corner, 
yea,  I  have  feen  many  Thoufands  of 
them  run  on  Shore  in  ftormy  Weather ; 
they  dung  their  Ground  chiefly  with  thefe 
fmali  Fiih,  and  Sea-weed,  upon  which 
their  Sheep  feed  moftly. 

Reader,  I  have  here  regaled  you  with 
various  Di/hes,  and  various  Curiofities, 
fuch  as  I  believe  you  never  w»s  enter- 
tained with  before,  not  even  in  the  fic- 
titious Travels  of  Rcbinfon  Crufoe^  &c. 
but  all  that  is  here  related  is  Fact  and 
Truth,  1  having  had  occular  Demon- 
stration of  every  individual  Obfervation 
here  related,  not  only  for  your  Amufe- 
ment,  but  for  your  Advantage,  if  you 
will  improve  it,  as  I  intend  it,  which  is 
for  your  Country's  good  ;  I  know  fome  of 
my  Readers  will  be  apt  to  reflect,  and  fay, 
O  how  miferably  do  thefe  People  live ! 
they  know  no  better,  or  elfe  they  would 
never  endure  it !  in  anfwer  to  which,  I 
obferve,  that  if  they  are  contented  with 

what 
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what  Providence  has  allotted  them,  as 
knowing  no  better }  have  they  not  the 
Advantage  of  us,  who  know  better,  and 
yet  at  the  fame  Time,  abufe  the  rich  Mer- 
cies we  enjoy  ?  I  mail  now  come  to  the 
main  Point. 

As  I  obferved  before,  the  common 
People  make  many  coarfe  Stockings, 
which  they  lay  afide  until  the  Beginning 
of  June,  when  their  Fair  or  Mart  with 
the  Dutch  begins,  which  they  call  the 
yohnfmas  Fair ;  about  this  Time,  the 
Dutch,  to  the  Number  of  ten  or  eleven 
Hundred  Bumes  have  wet  their  Nets  upon 
the  Coaft,  which  they  are  obliged  to  do 
againfl  the  Eleventh  of  June,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  Act  of  the  States-General  of  the 
United  Provinces;  then  they  come  into 
Breffa  Sound,  to  buy  Stockings ;  they 
have  for  convoy  two  or  three  Ships  of 
War,  each  carrying  ten  or  twelve  Guns  j 
thefe  Ships  when  they  caft  Anchor,  fire 
thefe  Guns  as  a  Signal  for  the  Inhabi- 
tants all  round  the  Country,  and  the  Ifles, 
to  come  in,  which  they  accordingly  do  ; 
then  the  Coupmen  come  on  Shore  with 
Bags  of  Money,  and  buy  them  all  up, 
at  Ten   Shillings  per  Score ;   about  this 

Time 
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Time,  there  are  Ships  from  Scotland  and 
Ireland^  and  large  open  Boats  from  the 
Orkney  1 /lands y  loaded  with  Meal,  Barley, 
and  Malt,  on  board  of  which  Veffels  the 
Natives  go,  and  buy  up  as  much  Grain 
as  their  Money  can  purchafe,  which  they 
carry  home  to  fupport  their  Families, 
feeing  their  own  Land  is  fo  barren,  that 
the  yearly  Produce  thereof,  is  not  fufficient 
to  fupply  them  with  Bread  two  Months, 
unlefs  it  be  here  and  there  oney  who  has 
a  little  Arable  Ground,  feeing  they  delve 
the  moft  of  their  Land  on  Account  of 
its  Rockinefs,  though  there  are  fundry 
Places,  capable  of  Improvement,  that  lie 
neglected. 

The  Gentlewomen,  who  make  Stock- 
ings for  their  Amufement,  work  them 
very  fine,  even  fo  much  fo,  that  one  of 
that  Country  who  was  here  lately,  and 
whom  I  knew  there,  told  me,  he  had 
fold  a  Pair  here  of  his  Wife's  making, 
for  four  Guineas. 

Now,  as  to  the  Dutch,  they  to  the 
Number  of  ten, or  eleven  hundred  Sail, 
as  I  obferved  before,  enter  riming  upon 
this  Coafl  the  beginning  of  June,  where 

they 
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they  continue  fifhing  till  the  beginning  of 
September,  during  which  Space  they  load 
fondry  Times,  carry  the  firft  to  Holland, 
where  it  fells  at  an  exorbitant  Rate,  fee- 
ing a  hundred  Dollars  is  reckoned  but  a 
fmall  Price  for  a  Barrel  of  Herrings  at 
Amflerdam,  or  Rotterdam,  for  the  firft 
that  are  caught  upon  this  our  Coaft; 
afterwards  when  they  are  ferved,  they 
fend  the  other  Loads  all  over  Europe,  up 
the  Mediterranean,  and  all  over  Italy, 
and  the  Italians  who  are  great  Eaters  of 
Fiih,  on  Account  of  their  many  Lents, 
readily  barter  their  Goods  with  the 
Dutch  for  their  Herrings,  the  Product 
of  our  Coafts,  the  Profit  of  which, 
muft,  upon  a  moderate  Computation 
bring  the  Dutch  in  a  Million  Sterling 
annually  j  yea  they  have  even  the  Af- 
furance  to  difpofe  of  them  at  our  own 
Markets,  and  we  are  fo  weak  as  to  pay 
them  ready  Money  for  them,  fo  that  I 
may  juftly  fay,  the  Dutch  outdo  us  both 
in    Induftry  and  Prudence. 

But  that  I  may  not  omit  one  very 
material  Point,  their  Method  of  curing 
and   lafting,   or    cafking    the    Herrings, 

though 
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though  they  have  been  always  very  fhy, 
and  backward  to  let  any  of  the  Natives 
of  the  Ifland  into  the  Method  they  take 
of  curing  and  calking  the  Herrings ;  yet 
in  Spight  of  all  the  Arts  they  could 
make  ufe  of,  to  conceal  that  Secret,  it 
has  been  discovered,  and  their  Method 
is  this, 

After  they  have  haul'd  in  their  Nets, 
which  they  drag  in  the  Sterns  of  their 
VefTels,  backwards  and  forwards  in  tra- 
verling  the  Coaft,  they  throw  them  upon 
the  Ship's  Deck,  which  is  cleared  of  every 
Thing  for  that  Purpofe,  for  they  never 
carry   any   Boats   or  Yoles  along    with 
them,  as  they  would  be  an  Incumbrance 
to  them  in  drefling  the  Herrings,    they 
carry  many  Hands  on  Board,    even  to 
the  Number  of  Thirty  or  Forty,  in  each 
VefTel  i  whom  they  feparate  into  fundry 
Divisions,   and  each  Divilion  has  a  pe- 
culiar Talk,  one  Part  opens  and  guts  the 
Herrings,  another  cures,    falts  them,  by 
lining  or  rubbing  their  Infides  with  Salt 
(which  is  all  done  upon  the  Deck)  the 
next  packs  them,  and  between  each  Row, 
or  Divilion,    they  fprinkle  Handfuls  of 

Salt 
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Salt,  then  the  Coupers  put  the  finishing 
Hand  to  all,  by  heading  the  Caflcs,  and 
(lowing  them  in  the  Hold,  thus  they 
go  on,  while  Barrels  and  Salt  laft,  and 
when  that's  exhaufted  then  they  retire, 
but  the  Yagers  or  Storefhips,  commonly 
provide  them  with  every  Thing  necef- 
fary  (o  that  they  feldom  or  never  depart 
the  Coaft  before  they  are  brimfull,  and 
really  (to  give  them  their  due)  they  are 
the  beft  Pimermen  in  the  World,  for 
they  are  not  only  ingenious,  in  every  Ar- 
ticle of  their  Tackling,  or  Materials,  but 
alfo  diligent,  induftrious,  and  endure  the 
great  Fatigue  to  Admiration. 

And  during  the  five  Years  I  refided  up- 
on this  Ifland,  I  never  faw  an  Englijh  Ship 
but  one,  who  was  drove  in  by  ftrefs  of 
Weather,  either  in  going  to,  or  coming 
from  Norway,  and  not  above  one  or  two 
Scots  VefTels  in  a  Seafon,  whofe  Nets  the 
Dutchmen  ufed  to  cut  and  deftroy,  and 
not  the  leaft  Redrefs  for  fuch  villainous 
Proceedings ;  there  are  two  or  three 
Frenchmen  who  come  upon  the  Coaft  too, 
but  they  only  fifh  for  Cod  and  Ling. 

It 
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It  has  often  given  me  great  Concern, 
when  I  have  reflected  upon  the  IndirTe- 
rency,  or  rather  Indolence  of  the  Britifh 
Nation,  in  regard  to  this  advanta* 
geous  Branch  of  Trade,  that  they  mould 
lurTer  Foreigners  to  live  and  enrich 
themfelves  by  the  Product  of  our 
Country,  and  our  Natives  in  the  mean 
while  deftitute  of  common  Neceflfaries. 

I  am  perfwaded  the  Dutch  employ  up- 
wards of  20,000  Hands  yearly,  in  this  one 
Branch ;  would  it  not  then  be  more  to 
our  Advantage  and  more  to  our  Cre- 
dit, to  employ  20,  or  30,000  of  our 
own  Countrymen  in  this  beneficial 
Branch,  than  to  fufTer  thofe  Locufts  to 
take  the  Bread  out  of  our  Mouths,  and 
we  ftarve  in  the  mean  Time. 

I  know  the  Dutch  to  be  fo  inhuman  to 
thefe  Iflanders,that  if  they  had  Ships  Loads 
of  Herrings,  more  than  they  had  Cafks  and 
Salt  for,  they  would  much  rather  throw 
them  into  the  Sea  again,  than  give  them  to 
the  poor  Inhabitants,  who  tho'  they  have 
Abundance  of  other  Filh,  yet  no  Her- 
rings; however  this  one  Article  may  in- 
form 
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form  us  a  little  of   the  Love  that  our 
faithful  Allies  bear  to  us. 

Now  after  they  leave  this  Coaft  (which 
is  the  principal  Place  for  the  Herring-fifh- 
ery)  which  is  not  before  the  firfr.  of  Sep- 
tember, as  beforementioned,  they,  I  fay, 
bend  their  Courfe  Southward  to  the  Mur- 
ray-Frith, where  they  fiili  'till  November 
for  Cod  and  Ling,  then  they  return  to 
their  own  Coafls. 

This  Account,  which  is  minutely  true, 
I  have  undertaken  with  a  good  Deiign, 
namely,  to  awaken  you,  my  Countrymen, 
out  of  the  deep  Lethargy  you  have  v  un- 
happily,) been  fo  long  prerTcd  down  by, 
through  thefe  cunning  deceitful  People, 
the  Dutch,  who  have  for  many  Years 
paft,  made  you  the  Dupes  to  their  Intereft. 

I  would  therefore  befeech  you,  that 
you  would  beftir  yourfelves  like  Men, 
and  like  Britons  (for  now  or  never  is  the 
Time)  in  the  behalf  of  your  Country, 
and  wreft  your  Rights  and  Properties  out 
of  the  Paws  of  the  Ravimers;  let  neither 
Purfes,  flattering  fawning  Speeches,  nor 
fair  Promifes,  betrav  vou  into  a  Bafenefs, 

which 


3  a       Of  the  Britifh  Fisheries. 

which  in  the  .frnd,  if  not  fpeedily,  or 
timely  prevented,  mull  and  will  prove 
a  great  Lofs  to  Britain ;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Dutch  have  enjoyed  a 
feries  of  uninterrupted  Gain  upon  our 
Coafts,  even  fo  far  back  as  King  William' % 
Reign  $  yet  there  never  was  any  Law  in 
their  Favour  to  reign  and  ufurp  in  our 
Seas,  and  to  monopolize  that  Branch  of 
Trade,  which  belongs  to  us,  and  us  on- 
ly, their  Liberty  was  no  more  than  di- 
fcretional,  but  they,  like  all  other  indi- 
fcreet  1'erfons,  have  abufed  their  Liberty  $ 
which  we  have  fully  experienced. 

Eut  as  our  good  Legiflature  has  been 
fo  kind  to  pafs  an  Act  this  laft  Seflions  of 
Parliament,  for  encouraging  and  efta- 
bliming  the  £r///yft-White-Herring-nfli- 
ery ;  let  us  lay  hold  on  this  fair  Oppor- 
tunity of  enriching  our  Country  by 
improving  this  invaluable  Branch  of 
Trade,  as  it  will  be  moreover  a  Nurfery 
for  our  Sailors,  who  were  the  Perfons 
that  in  the  late  War  diftrerTed  our  Ene- 
mies moil  by  ruining  their  Trade. 

My  dear  Countrymen^    and  Fellow- 
Subjects,  I  would  advife  you  to  caft  your 

Eves 
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Eyes  back  upon  thefe  once  brave  People 
the  Romans  !  And  behold  how  they  ex- 
erted themfelves  in  the  Behalf  of  their 
Country,  no  Births  !  no  Affections !  could 
ever  induce  them  to  door  omit  any  thing 
whereby  their  Country  might  fuffer, 
for  their  Happinefs  centered  in  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Per- 
fons  of  both  Sexes,  voluntarily  and  chear- 
fully  parted  with  what  was  moft  dear 
and  valuable  to  them,  for  the  Good  of 
their  Country. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  we  are  more  in- 
debted to  our  Country,  than  to  our  na- 
tural Parents,  who  were  the  Inftruments 
of  our  Being,  and  ought  to  lay  down  our 
Lives  (if  called  thereto)  for  our  Country 
fooner  than  for  them,  feeing  the  whole 
Community  is  preferable  to  a  Part. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  Treatife,  with 
informing  my  Reader,  that  now  is  the 
Time  to  be  preparing  for  the  Herring- 
Fifhery,  and  to  be  there  about  the  latter 
End  of  May,  and  then  you  will  have 
the  ftart  of  the  Dutch,  who  will  be  very 
much   difpleafed    to    fee  Englijh  Ships 

upon 
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upon  the  Coaft  of  Zetland.  I  conclude 
with  my  hearty  Prayers,  that  God  may 
bJefs  and  profper  this  laudable  Under- 
taking^ for  the  Good  of  thefe  Kingdoms, 
m  which  I  know  every  honeft  Briton 
joins  me. 


FINIS. 


